
I A bio-artificial pancreas could benefit 
200 million people world-wide I 

there was still plenty of work ahead," stress- 

es Dr Belcourt. Human trials will not begin 

for another two or three years, and a com- 

mercial product will take up to ten years. 
- 8  3." -+-, But he is confident that Type 1 diabetes .. 

ause of i t s  wyki-dde~ogression, sufferers will eventually be spared the hassle 
t 

the World Hdl th  0rtgrnisathq has an@iq@ologicaI pressure of insulin injec- 

likened d iabes  to an e#demic,"  lain tions. " l t ~ u e s t i m  of when, not if, we 

u r o h  succeed,,, > 
, . .--LbZ***. 

M p & n  dlEtude c#h&&&- CEED) in , An ideal '4 

itrasbourg. ~he@nditic4$ aff&00 mil- P l l C  tic )ell&.> 
lion peopk ; ' -  , PW cells tak 9 from \ s or cattle 
new c z - s  doubii ten years. wil the p r o b w  of don shortage, 

dwice rnan&?9yrers, a& cell c d r e  spe p#&'s?k&gest sdn t f i c  $6allenge. 

ajists from Belgi&Qb GWal lg~and taking the lhn *i a& have been 

Sw-n - and five res 
- L y - -  - . - boratories. , French medical -. -rCI 

manufacturers 

They a v d  to produce 4 dwice roughlx - 
the size of .Cigarette p*et that ca&e 

implanted in tkperiton&al c a v i H t h i n  percewyt ica. - Having experimented with 

-@e abdomen and%@ fu8ctiofior several ~ ' 1 ~ e  of different materials for the sup 

years it needs placed,. - port and the enclosing membrane, they 

"When the project have c o r n  up with a promising combina- 

SMEs in the Fourth Framework Programme 



Imullt~ Injections could become 
o thhg of the past for dfcrkth 

R e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s  f o r  S U E S  

C R A f  
. - -- - 

Bioartificial pancreas 

Industrial sector: 
NACE 73.1 Research and experi- 
mental development on natural 
sciences and engineering 

Supporting Technologies: 
0074 Biomedical Sciences; 
0075 Biomolecules, Bioplastics, 
Biopolymers; 0385 Membrane 
Technology 
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